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unworldly, he was most unwilling to occupy the high position
for which he was indeed unfitted by temperament. He was
an excellent subordinate, who could be relied on to execute
orders implicitly, but he had not the practical experience or
the personality to take the lead. So he was rigid in his
obedience to the decrees of Gregory ,VTI and Urban II and
in enforcing them on his subordinates such as Anselm, but
he had not the strength of character to maintain his position
when he met a determined opponent face to face. In the
early years of his Papacy it was his rigidity rather than his
weakness that was evident. He had to face Henry IV, who
was worn out by conflict and domestic calamity and willing
to make any concession to obtain peace. When the anti-
Pope Clement III died in 1100, the chief obstacle seemed
to have been removed. But Paschal was adamant. He
renewed the sentence of excommunication and deposition,
would not hear of reconciliation, and thus achieved the one
victory of his reign, a victory over a beaten man.
Henry was in an unhappy position, separated from com- Revolt of
munion with the Church, having'lost his Italian kingdom,
and depending in Germany on the good-will of the princes, father
His son, the young Henry, soon took cognisance of the
increasing weakness of the monarchical authority to which
he was to succeed. He determined to prevent any further
decline by getting the power into his own hands as soon as
possible, and the opportunity came to him at the end of
1104. He found allies easily among the lesser nobles, who
had soon tired of the inaction of peace, and he made himself
the champion of the papal party against his excommunicated
father. He was quite devoid of scruples : he broke without
compunction the 6ath that he had taken in 1099 that he
would never act with independent authority during his
father's lifetime ; he seduced from their allegiance the lead-
ing supporters of his father, such as the duke of Bohemia
and the margrave of Austria; and in 1105, when his hopes
were foiled by the resistance of the Rhine towns, he persuaded
his father to an interview and treacherously held him as a
prisoner. The new duke of Bavaria remained neutral, and
Frederick of Suabia, whose loyalty to his father-in-law
might have turned the scale, had died earlier in the year.
Henry IV managed to escape in 1106, and his son was twice

